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Multiculturalism and inhabiting. A case study

This paper aims to analyze some ways of articulation between culture and domestic space
and to shed light on various modes and practices of inhabiting.

The research is based on fieldwork in Viisoara village, located in Mures county, Romania,
and inquires a way in which the human puts a mark on places: the architecture.

Viisoara is a is a telling expression of the region’s multiculturalism: Romanians (the
majority), Germans (Saxons) and Rroma live there together. It also displays a great diversity of
relations of identity-otherness: Romanians-Saxons, Romanians-Rroma; Saxons-Romanians,
Saxons-Rroma; Rroma-Romanians, Rroma-Saxons. The stamp of rural civilization and the as-
pirations towards modernity meet in the build landscape.

The conclusion of the paper is that through culture (cultures), as symbolic system(s), the
human puts a visible mark on space as tries to appropriate it, according to a certain symbolic
order and vision of the world.
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